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Note: 
 
This report is updated on an annual basis.  For 2007, all Valued Component sections have been 
updated with the exception of “Fish Quality” (last updated in February 2005) and “Human Health 
and Community Wellness” (last updated in February 2002).   
 
As “marine life” was added to the list of priority Valued Components subsequent to the 
completion of the original document in February 2002, a state of knowledge summary for 
“marine mammals” appears in this document.  We anticipate completion of a state of knowledge 
summary for “marine fishes” at a later date; this document will be revised when that section is 
completed. 
 
The NWT CIMP Coordinators and the NWT CIMP and Audit Working Group may revise 
individual VC summaries as time permits.  Five-year cumulative impact monitoring plans will be 
revised/developed by Advisory Teams to guide allocation of monitoring project funds and state 
of the environment reporting.  For current information on the NWT CIMP in general or the status 
of any of the VC summaries, please refer to the NWT CIMP website at www.nwtcimp.ca or 
contact the NWT CIMP Coordinators at INAC: 
 
Phone:  867-669-2594/2597   
Fax:   867-699-2701 
Email:  cimp@inac-ainc.gc.ca 
Mail:  Box 1500, Yellowknife NT  X1A 2R3 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NWT CIMP VC REPORT – FINAL DRAFT (Feb. 2002 –Updated June 2007)  i

http://www.nwtcimp.ca/
mailto:cimp@inac-ainc.gc.ca


 
 
 
Table of Contents 
 
PART A: OVERVIEW ................................................................................................................................... 1 
1.0 Introduction ............................................................................................................................................. 1 

1.1 Purpose of the report ................................................................................................................. 1 
1.2 The context of the NWT CIMP................................................................................................... 2 
1.3 The structure of the NWT CIMP................................................................................................. 2 
1.4 Requirement for the NWT CIMP in a cumulative effects management context ........................ 3 
 

2.0 State of knowledge reporting .................................................................................................................. 3 
2.1 Approach used for reporting ...................................................................................................... 3 
 

3.0 Valued Components (VCs) ..................................................................................................................... 3 
3.1 Indicators.................................................................................................................................... 4 
3.2 Thresholds ................................................................................................................................. 5 
 

4.0 Steps/mechanisms required to establish monitoring programs.............................................................. 6 
4.1 Advisory teams........................................................................................................................... 6 
4.2 Key steps ................................................................................................................................... 6 
 

5.0 Ongoing activities.................................................................................................................................... 7 
 
6.0 Funding requirements ............................................................................................................................. 7 
 
7.0 References.............................................................................................................................................. 8 
 
PART B: PRELIMINARY VALUED COMPONENTS (VCs) ...................................................................... 10 
 
1.0 Description of VC layouts...................................................................................................................... 10 
 
2.0 List of contributors................................................................................................................................. 11 
 
VALUED COMPONENT REVIEWS 

Water and Sediment Quality .......................................................................................................... 12 
Water Quantity ............................................................................................................................... 24 
Snow, Ground Ice and Permafrost................................................................................................. 32 
Fish Habitat, Population and Harvest ............................................................................................ 40 
Fish Quality .................................................................................................................................... 48 
Caribou........................................................................................................................................... 53 
Moose............................................................................................................................................. 67 
Other Mammals (Terrestrial) .......................................................................................................... 72 
Other Wildlife (Avian) ..................................................................................................................... 86 
Marine Mammals............................................................................................................................ 95 
Vegetation .................................................................................................................................... 100 
Climate ......................................................................................................................................... 108 
Air Quality..................................................................................................................................... 118 
Human Health and Community Wellness ............................................................................................ 121 

 
APPENDIX A - Description of other large scale monitoring programs ..................................................... 126

NWT CIMP VC REPORT – FINAL DRAFT (Feb. 2002 –Updated June 2007)  ii


